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CPCC nursing program graduate continués memgeoficBirthday Blessir

What began as a Service and families across the bags for the families at the

Learning project more thar Charlotte region. shelter. Most of all, her service Inside this issue:
year ago for CPCC gradua _ and dedication continue to
CJ Samonds, has blossor When I first met CJ, she We prighten the lives of needy Big Swee )
into an ongoing commitme full of enthusiasm for  \yomen and children every g P
to help make sure homeles Birthday Blessings and its  month. Birthday Blessings is
children and women have Programs; she had genuine gy plessed to have CJasa Math Bowl 2
very happy birthdays. compassion for the homele member of our volunteer team.

children and families that w Human Services Tec 3
Even months after her serve. Her positive F—— E——— —
studies and Servitearning attitude and {
requirements were fulfilled dedication to service ; Student Award 4
CJ, a spring 2009 graduate especially as a
CPCCO6s nur si working mother of

Love INC 4

continues to serve as a  three young childrer]|
volunteer party coordinatol who was already
for Birthday Blessings, a lojuggling a full
nonprofit bringing joy and schedule of school,
support to homeless childr work and family
commitments, was _ .
inspiring. | knew righ =
away that she was
going to be a great f £ ¥
for our organization. = &8

Service Spotlight 5

Service in Action!
Fall 2009

As a volunteer party
coordinator for B
Birthday Blessings, (= ¥
plans and hosts monthly
birthday celebrations ata  Above:CJ Samonds, o
Union County shelter for Birthday Blessings Founder 109 participants

_ Women_& c_hildren of Amy Cervantes, and
Above:A young girl domestic violence. She McDonal dés . a6n77c'2l$ Pogrg dwn e

anticipates blowing out fferdinates volunteer and
candIFer on her cage at 3honsor groups, plans the Flena & Anhony Ramos

_ _ arty themes and activities, get ready for a Birthday Ragdyice in Action is a series of ety
Birthday Blessings organizes the supplies, wra for a local child. service events throughout the
celebration the gifts, and fills the goody Semesters.
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Students O0Sweep Bigd alc

== On October 3rd, North Caroliniar down to the creek. After a few hours of pulling debris
sy from across the state came togel from the creek and picking up wrappers from the

# to participate in the annual creek shoreline, students
and waterway cleanup hosted by gathered back together
Big Sweep Inc. All the counties ir see what was collected
North Carolina participated in thic and noticed the .
endeavor to rid the watershed in immediate impact thosd ~ * Shopplng Cart
of waste and pollution. Not only few hours had made or§ ~ * Bicycles

was this a state project, but more the environment. » Crutches

than 90 countries worldwide held _ » Tires (7)
similar projects. Central Piedmor This experience was ey]  « Snack bags/wrappers
Community College joined the ~ OPening to the studentsy  « Sports equipment

Look what we collected!

efforts in cleaning debris and wa: Who participated. One |, Hypcaps
from Little Sugar Creek and the Student commented, « Aluminum cans
surrounding area. OYou do not

N / : impact of throwing out

i/ N -~ Due to construction around Little one small wrapper until

Above-Service Club Sugar Creek the waterway had nyou see how it begins t
: been cleaned in overtwo yearscreapi | e up é 0 n g=———rr——e-p-p-c-

student Hillary Belk big job for our CPCC Students who leads to another and then another until you have a full

and other students RAR¥Ke out Saturday morning. Aftera t r ash bag of waste. 0

together after spendijpigf orientation of the history of Little _ o _

their Saturday mornfggar Creek and the main causes of From a staff point of view, it was amazing to also step

collecting garbage Pollution contributing its poor health, back and see the impact this project made on the

students grabbed waders, black tras students that participated and the environmental

bags and gloves and were on their w awareness that was gained!

TOTAL= 1200 Ibs of trash

Servideearning in Learning Communities

This semesterThursday, Decembe¥.8vhere the Eastwaytime management skills as well. Student

the Learning Middle School students competed againdt ut or Apr i | Chavis cor
Communities each other for prizes. The learning some really good students. They are working
program at community students worked hard at hard! 6
CPCCis gathering all the materials needed and ) o
working with developing the rules and regulations of tftt CPCC, a learning community is a group
Citizen math bowl. Instructors Rudy Johnson an@f students who take two or more courses
School and Charlottdecklenburg Schoolsalso helped with the preparation of the together. The goal of this learning
on a service project for Eastway Middle event, including the event planning, community is to create an appreciation and
School. As part of their servlearning  transportation, and development of interest in math among all Charlotte

project, the CPCC students (who are takiggestions. The result of this partnership WAgcklenburg middle school students. To

both MAT 070 and ACA 118) tutored the a twoway learning experience for both thiis end, the students have created the

6, 7, and 8 graders at Eastway and ~ middle school students and our college P-A.L.M. Club (Partners At Learning Math),

prepared for a Math Bowl competition. Instudents. Our students have learned the Where they collaborate with the Eastway

addition to learning how to work math  ways to plan and execute an event whileMiddle School students to share their math

problems, middle ssaBoabens!| | eaenédof EalewesThisisangongsarvics s

Century Skillsé of commuanicatianaiversitynainccatical o Rrojectagd the newest P.A.L.M. Club

teamwork. thinking. Our student tutors passed alongstudents have already registered for the
not only the math skills that they have ~ SPring 2010 learning community.

The Math Bowl was held at CPCC on  |earned in class, but the organizational and
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Tommy Lopez Sshar efearsibgu d e n |

The Human Services Technology Darrin got the opportunity to
Program has been committed to the vi volunteer in the computer
of Servicd_earning from its inception  lab, assisting the guys with
here at CPCCAs one of the instructors resumes, applications, and
of the program, | decided to make getting email accounts up ¢
participation in servidearning a require running. As the Shelter
component to our interviewing and pointed out, one of the key
counseling class, HSE 123, because it mechanisms used for job
gives our students an opportunity to ntsearch is the internet, but
only provide service to the community unfortunately many of the
to also practice their skills in interviewih o me | ess men

i ) access or dondot know how to
As the instructor, it has been a pleasul navigate the World Wide Wehfter an incident that changed the way she saw the

mine to see students grow and make helping the men in the lab, Darrin startedd@ildren who were patients of the farm.

connections from service to the notice how the guys were coming togethétmanda actually helped

classroom. One such example is with and were helping one another on the by catching him after one of the horses got
student Darrin Harris who decided to  computers. Darren consequently was reafjooked andstarted buckingAlthough the
spend his 25 hour moved by the selfless acts in the tiny lablyduregrchilowias not injured by the incident,

Charlotte. Amanda says that o0it or
] ) Another thing Darrin really gleaned fromr eal | 'y bi g, and ask if
Below:student Darrin Harris the experience was the diversity of residents
the Mends Shelter coachoc _out _t o et r ar

Top Right:: Tommy Lopezand, g pul ar stereotype
his HSE 123 class whites, young, old, and in between all ]
hel ping eahebxclaimet.er | how the guys were comifgg

By the time the Servitearning experienc together and were he|p| g

was completed, Darrin told me a lot of thj
homeless men who didn't know each othf O 1 € anot her [

at first now came together as a team.
J moved by th

Another HSE student Amanda Bingham

conducted her ser Viagasendelearning Rshut®rdl feel Fidthem
whichis a norprofit organization providingjedication of our students that provide such a
a 22acre, fully accessible working farm  rich growing environment for these special

- designed for individuals with special neeggeds children, homeless men, or whichever
. and disabilities in a rural Setting. needy popu]ation the Human Services

. Students are serving.
On one such day, Amanda was involved In g

New Member to the CPCC Family!

The Servicdearning Center would like to
congratulate Dena & Christian Shonts on having
baby girl Olivia Shonts on May 23rd. Olivia joins k
sister Katie in the family.

oDarrin st akst

h
S
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Samanta Wharton receives Community Impact Awarc

On November #, CPCC student Samanta Wharton was selected
as a recipient of thé dnnual NC Campus Comp&ammunity
Impact Student Awahis award was presented at ttie 17

Annual NC Campus Compact Student Conference which was
hosted at Western Carolina University. One stwdasit

selected from each of the member institutions who makes
significant, innovative contributions to carmased efforts to
address community needs. Governor Beverly Perdue also
acknowledged the work of these gifted students by providing
each with a Certificate of Appreciation.

Samanta Wharton is a sophomore student at CPCC and in her

third year as a Service Club

secretary for the past year. During her time at CPCC, Samy has

evolved into one of the most active members of service club,

attending Alternative Spring Break for the past two years, and

participating in every club fundraising event since the Fall of

_ _ 2007. So far, Samy has completed over 130 hours of direct

Above.NC Campus Compact Executive Director Dr.  seryice with such agencies as Avon Walk for Breast Cancer,

Lisa Keyne (right) and Sylva Councilvoman Stacey KNl n 6 s Shel t er o ler favdrite cause, tHabéat
(left) present Samanta with her award. Samy also receiyeg) | Humanity. I'n 20009 Samy

a
e W
recognition from Gov. Beverly Perdue. Semesterdé for the spring term

Karisha Perkins Butcher, having a heart for the poor

Imagine yourself elderly, homeless andDisabled Adults as a serviearning instinctively went into action.

sick. This is what Denis was facing. Atthe | unt eer wi th CPC ] ]

age of 82 years old, Denis had been livireghnology program. She is very outgoi Karisha and Love INC staff obtained

out of his Jeep for two years, parking irand has a heart for older adults. Karisha Permission to advocate on his behalf and

the lots of shopping centers at night, udimgent to see Denis and assess hisneecc 0nt act the US Depart me
restrooms at fast food restaurants to careteran herself, Karisha later discoverecAf f ai rs. She was abl e t
for his personal hygiene, and getting a biéais was in WWII and had never applie discharge papers and complete the benefits

to eat when he was hungry. Although Hisor or recei ved v e applicationprocess. After advocating for Dgnis |
health was not good, Denis refused to the importance of these benefits, soshe@ nd wor ki ng with the Ve

give up. That dzc wheon hic Administration, Karisha was able to help
friendship with a young CNA Denis receive benefits to pay for

began. Concerned about Denis, medication, medical treatments, and
the young man called on Love personal care in a nice assisted living
INC, a ministry in Mecklenburg facility. Denis was homeless no more.

County that assists the poor,
elderly, and disabled in the
county. Denis needed help. He
needed medical care and a wa 'm,
safe place to live. He needed
someone to advocate for him and

Denis later suffered a stroke in
September 2009 and passed away.
Thanks to the work of an intern who
cared, he was able to spend the last year
of his life in a warm, safe place receiving
the medical and personal care he so

care. greatly needed. Karisha graduated in May
After becoming ill, Denis was 2009 and has set her sights on a Bachelor
taken to the hospital and later t a of Science in social work. Her work at
medical rehabilitation facility. Love INC blessed both the staff and our

Karisha Perkins Butcher was volunteerify@ve-Karisha Perkins with former Cengfiénts.

with Love | NCés Pr@grualaanCingyJohnstory ¢ r



